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My Honourdd Friends, | 

0 juſtify my Publication of this 
Sermon, which 4 be Reader will 
+ ' i eafply-perceive was not intended 


by me for the Preſs, I muſt acquaint the 

World that it is done in perfef Obedience to 

your Gommands. Tour great Loyalty and 

Zeal forT beir Majefties Government, gave 

you too good an Opinion of it when you 

beard it from the Pulpit ; and if it ſhould 
A 
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not anſwer your on ow the 
| Preſs, yet I hope you will;own, it a8 a Te- 
ſtimony of my due Submiſſon to your Tudg- 
ments, and. of _ thoſe juſt ReſpeFs, which 
your many and repeated Favours daily chal- 
lenge from, . 390.7 ies. 
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T exbort "therefore ,” that firſt "of all, ſup- 
' plitations , prayers, mnterceſſtons, and 
giving of thanks be made for all men :- 
For Kings, and for all-that arem authority, 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godlineſs and boneſty. 


IhbRifeg I Pay! wrote this. Epiſtle to Ti- 
RE mothy, to inſtrutt himin the diſ- 

charge of his Epiſcopal Office 
W |& and Power, to which he had or- 

nn A- dained him : And the farſt thing 
PIES He gives him'in charge ( where- 
by we may gueſs what weight he laid on it ) is 
this ia my Text, Texhort therefore, That firſt of all, 
or I firſt of all exhort, that ſupplications, prayers, 
interceſſtons, and giving of thanks, be made for all men. 
T'o afhx a proper and diſtin## fignification on theſe 
words , Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions , and 
giving of thanks, which are recommended as the 
diſtin&t parts of Prayer, Learned mea tell _ 
that 
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Tet 
Jour requeſts be made known unto God, - Thys we'peaz 
| 2 


that Siva, which we render Supplications, ſig- 


'nifies Prayer to avert evils, node, Prayers 


for the obtaining ſome goodjand that 314/Zc,arc 
roperly Interceſlionsor Prayers for other men ; 
bus this is tgo general a;notion, of-it, fipggin cbis 


place the Apoſtle applics Supplications audPrayers, 
as well as Interceſſions, to,praying for other men, 
even forall men:And therefore the proper nation 
of. &rwy7ger,. is to intercede foraſioner, onthe 
pardon. \d . his ſta., and to. . reconcile, him 
again to God, whom he hath offended, as the 


| word is moſt commonly uſed. © Giving of 


Thanks is blefling God for good things al- 
ready received; which the ſame Apoſtle makes 
eſfencial to an- acceptable and effecfual Brayer. 
4+ Phil. 6. Be careful for nothing , . but” mn overy 

thing by prayer and ſupplication, with thankegiving , Tet 


for our ſelyes, Thar God would detiver us 
evil, that he would' do ns. good, that he would: 
forgive our fins; and wethank him for the Bleſ- 
ſings, andall the good things we already enjoy; 
and thus we-muſt dofor others,even for all men; 
tho the Apoſtle has not ſo muchregard here to 
our private Prayers, as to the Publick Offices of 
Religion, thoſe Publick Prayers which are made 
in the Publick Aflemblies by. the Biſhop and: Mi- 


niſters. 
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"niſters,' and the whole Congregation of Chri- 
ſtians : *For this' advice which Sc. Paul gives 
' Timothy, in theſe Epiſtles, concerns the Publick 
Worſhip, and Government and Diſcipline of 
the Church; we muſt in our private Devotions 
-pray not only for our ſelves, but for all mankind ; 
bur Publick Prayers, the united Deſires and Pe- 
titions of the Church, offered up by the Mini- 
-ſters of Chriſt, whoſe office it is to Bleſs and to 
Pray for the people, are moſt effectual and pre- 
vailing. Before I proceed to what I principally 
intend, Viz. Our Prayers for Kings, and all that are 
in Authority, it will be uſeful to ſhow you, on 
what. great Reaſons this Duty is founded, of 
praying for all men, as well as for our ſelves; and 
that both with reſpe& to our ſelves, to other men, 
and@ G7 7H OO Fe | 


Firſt, Wich reſpect to our ſelves. Now 1. This 

'15 the nobleſt exerciſe of: the moſt Divine Cha- 
rity ; this is truly to love all men-asour ſelves; 
* when we are touched with a ſenſe of their wants, 
.as well as'of our own, and do heartily beg all 
' thoſe Blefſings for them of God, which we do 
' for our ſelves: ; when we are ſo far from envys 
- ing/ their: happineſs, that we rejoice in it, and 
' bleſs *God'for it,” as we do for our own: Our 
B--:: __ Cha 


Charity cannot be perfe& without, this ; for our 
-power of doing good extends but to a feyy ins 
ſtances, and can reach-bur a yery few: perſons; 
and if our Charicy beno larger than our power, 
it is a very worthleſs. thing : But a Divine Cha- 
rity wiſhes well to the whole Creation, and | 
therefore recommends all mankind to che care 
and - proteQtioa . of that Almighty Goodneſs 
which governs the world. "This is the higheſt 
PerfeRion both of the Man and the Chriſtian ; 
this is the true Spirit of Prayer, to offer yp our 
Prayers to the .God of. Love, ip the Spirit of 
Love and Charity. TR a ef be ren 


2dly. This obliges-us to the exerciſe of many 
Chriſtian Graces, and: Vertues;.if we pray God 
to forgive our enemies, to be ſure we.mult for- 
give them our ſelves ; we muſt exerciſe. great 
Patience, and- Meekneſs, and. Forbearance to- 
. wards them ;_ "if we- pray: God to relieve. the 
. por, to-reſtoreche ſick, to reform the vicious, 
co enlighten thoſe who. arte.in-error and dark» 
_ neſs, andtoreduce wandring ſheep into his fold, 
to deliver the oppreſſed, to ſupportand comfort 
thoſe -who ſuffer for Righteouſnels ſake, each of 
-  theſePetitions involve a Duty inthem ; for, whar 
. we pray God to do, we muſt do our ſelves, "Om 
ar 
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far asitis inour power; and therefore our Prays 
ers for other men oblige us to do good to. them, 


- 


bbch totheir ſotils and bodies ; and he who does 
heartily-ptay for orher men, will do chem all 
the good he can': - The ſame Charity which in- 
ſpires his Prayers, will govern. his actions ; for 
tItisa Jon Contempt: and Mockery of 
a$k-Hitti todo that whichwe willnoc do 


God ro adk hit 
ourſelves. 


LP 


v; al. Ori Prayers for -our ſelves are moſt ac- 


ceptable ro God; when'we pray for other men 
alſo; as they muſt needs 'be, becauſe they are 
offered up in the ſpiric of univerſal Charity , 

_ which alone, through the Merics of our Saviour 
Chriſt, makes our Prayers, our Alms, and all the 
good weds, acceprable ro God : No Prayer can 
beloſt, which is putup in Faith 'and Charity : If 
our Prayers do no good to thoſe particular men 
for whoni we'pray; if cheyibe not fit or worthy 
to receive the Mercies we pray for, yet our prays 
. ers, our peace, our bleſſmng, ſhall return into our own 

Bboſoms, 10. Matt. 13. 


: Secondly, Iris very apparent of what uſecheſe 
Prayers ate'tothe world. For many times the 
Prayers of *youd men vert (thoſe. Judgments 
: Rl | B 2 which 
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which hangover a wicked Nation, and procure | 
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publick- Bleſſings for them :- Thoſe .who never bz 


pray for themſelves. may reap. the, benefic of 
other mens.Prayers; and: the, Prayess of thoſe, 
who do pray for themfelves, will be more ef- 
fectual, when they are-backed and reinforced by 
the united Prayers of the whole Church for them, 
It is a mighty-comfort, ro, every good Chriſtian 
to think , that he ſhares in the Prayers of the 
whole Chriſtian Church ; eſpecially when he is 


_ under a cloud -himſelf,. and either .cannor; pray 
. himſelf, or prays with. great .diſtyrbance of 


thoughts, with.great diffidence and diſtruſt; and 
defpondency of ſpirit ;. at ſuch times.eſpecially 
all men are very defirous, that other good Chri- 
ſtians would pray with them, and forthem ; and 
ſuch men'may comfort themſelves, that how un- 
fir ſoever they are to: pray themſelves, they have 
the Prayers, not only of their Friends and imme- 
diate. Paſtors, who. perſonally know, them, bur 
of all good Chriftjans all:che World over, -who 
offer up their; Prayers for chemfelves, and. for all 
Mankind, eſpecially for all. the Members of 
Chrilt's Myſtical Body ; . which is a priviledge to 
be valued, next co, the-Interceſſion of Chritt for 


_ us all; and.ſhgpld mightily. reconcile us to a'du- 


ty, which is ſo. univerſally beneficial : for pray- 
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ing for other men inticles us to their Prayers for 
us; and though we are not particularly na- 
med in their Prayers, God knows to whom 
they belong, and will apply them himſelf. 


If 


—— 


Thirdly, And there is great reaſon, why God 
ſhould command, and encourage, and reward 
our Prayers for each other : Not only 1. Be- 
cauſe it is the exerciſe of the moſt Divine Cha- 
rity, arid the Inſtrument of many Chriſtian Vir- 
tues, as you have already heard, which you will 
grant a ſufficient reaſon why God fhould encou- 
rage it, But 2dly, Becaule it ts the moſt becoming 
Addreſs we can make to God, and that which 
alſo makes the moſt glorious and lovely repreſen- 
ration of him ; that he is the Prince and the Fa» 
ther of all Mankind ; who made, and who: 
governs, and who preſerves, and provides for 
all his Creatures ; which is as great and ho- 
nourable a thought as we can have of God; 
and indeed 'this. teaches us how to pray to 
God, and what to expe 'from him. That 
we mult not -flatter our ſelves that he will be 

| fond and partial to us; for all men are his: 
Creatues, the Soul of the Father , and the Soul of 
the Son , are both his; and therefore as we 
may expect from God the kindneſs of a Gra- 
cious: 
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cious and Merciful Creator , and through Gur 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, che kindneſs of a Father; 
ſo we muſt -expett,. thar' he will "deal equally 
by all: That he will make no other difference, 
but what our perſonal Qualities and Vircues 
make : And therefore we mult not ptecſume to 
ask any thing of God , which is to the injury, 
or prejudice, or leſſening of our Brother, to 
gratify our Pride, or Revenge, or ſome other evil 
Paſſions ; for we pray to a common Father, who 
will adjuſt the Intereſts of Mankind, and hivea 
due regard to the happineſs of all. And 3d, This 
gives credit and reputation to Religion in the 
World; that true Piery, and Virtue makes the 
Prayers of good inea. effetual , not: only for 
themſelves, but for others; _that the berrer men 
are, the more power they have with God, 
which makes then a kind of Patron Saints, and 
ruretar Angels to . the places where they live ; 
this is a mighty honour to be the Friends-and 
Favourites of God, to be able to fetch down 
Bleſſings from Heaven by our Prayers :. This 
- makes Religion and Virtue truly venerable in the 
ſight of all, men; and it becomes the Wiſdom 
| of God to diffence his Blellings in ſich a man- 
ner, as. may conciliate Eſteem and Reyerence 
. to true Religion in the World, © 
Ic 
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Command of praying for all. men, to that parti- 
cular direQion to pray for Kings, and for all 
that are.in Authority; Bur before I ſhew you, 
whac great. reaſon there is to pray for Kings, 


ic will be neceſſary to inquire , what Kings we 
muſt pray for. For chough St. Paul makes no- 
difference, there are ſome who do: Some there: 


are-among. our ſelves, who withdraw from our: 
Communion, .becauſe we pray in our pub- 

lick. Offices for Their preſent Majeſties. King. 
WILLIAM, and Ryeen MARY, whom God. 
lang preſerve. 

There is not a. more expreſs Command for- 
any thing in Scripture, than. there is for praying. 
for Kjzngs, and for all that are in Authority, 9» e277, . 
in a ſtare. of Eminence and Superiority above 0- 
thers. And if. Their preſent ajeſties be lo, 
as-it js viſible ro*all che World that they are,. 
then they are inc)uded jn this Apoſtolical: 
| Precept, to pray for Kings; and all in Autho- 
TO = | 

"ORE what Pretences ſome among us reject. 
ſo plain a Duty, is ſufficiently known : They 
ſay, by Kings, the Apoſtle means only Lawful and: 
Rightful Kings ; that 1s, ſuch Kings as are advane- 
ced to the Throne by an antecedent Legal Right, . 
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according to the Laws and Confticutions of the 
Countries and Kingdoms which they govern- 
| And therefore inan Hereditary Kingdomno man isz 
or can be King, and no man mult be prayed for 
as King, but He who. has the Hereditary Right, as 
being the next lineal Fieir. This Right, they ſay, 
15 in the late Rag fours, not in Their preſent Ma- 
jeſties ; and therefore notwithſtanding Their be- 
| ing. in poſſeflion of the Throne, 'we: muſt not 
own Them, nor pray for Them as King and 
_— ESE: 
I do-not intend, nor is it fitting, to diſpute 
Their Majeſties. Right , which is' no matter of 
Scruple ro me : Nor would it. become me, be- 
fore Two ſuch learned Societies of Law, to ſay what 
the Laws of the Land require-in ſuch Caſes. And 
therefore to. keep to, my own Profeſſion, I ſhall 
only defire-rcheſe Perſons to tell me, where there 
is any ſuch diſtinCtion as this fn-Scripture ? viz, 
That we muſt nor pray for all Kings, but only 
for legal Kings, who had an antecedent legal Right ; - 
for in any other ſenſe, thoſe are legal Kings, 
who. are inveſted with the Regal Authority , 
with all the Legal Rites of inveſticure. The 
Command is in general, to pray for Kings, and for 
all that are in Authority ; and if we-may excuſe our 
ſelves from ſo plain a Duty by diſtin&tions of our 
own 
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own inventing, there are few Duties in Reli- 
' _ gion, but what we may deliver ourſelves from 
by ſach arbitrary DiſtinQions. As for inſtance, | 
| There is an expreſs, Command in Scripture, 
Thou ſbalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him one- 
ly ſhalt thou ſerve. Which one would think 
were a very expreſs Prohibition of the Worſhi 
of Saints or Angels, or any other Being befides 
God. But the Papiſts cafily avoid this by the 
help of a Diſtin&ion, which the Scripture is un- 
- acquainted with : They ſay, we muſt worſhip 
God only. with the Worſhip of Latria, but we 
may worſhip Saints-and Angels with the Wor- 
ſhip. of 'Dulza, tho! the Scripture appropriates 
all Religions Worſhip to God. Thus as our Sa- 
viour tells the Phariſees, God commanded ſaying, 
' Honour thy- Father. and thy Mother, and be' that 
 curſeth Father or Mother, let bim die'the death : 
But ye ſay, Whoſorver ſball ſay to bis Father or 
Mather, it is a gift by whatſoever thou maift be 
profited by me, end bonour not bis Father nor bis 
Mother, be ſball be free ; thus have you made the 
commandment. of God of none' effe&& by your tradi- 
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tiow, 15 Matth. 4, 5. Thus it is 10 our pre- 


ſent Caſe 3. the Apoſtle commands us ro prey 
for Kings, and for all that are.in anthority : No, 
.-C lay 


A Se ermon »s Preached at 6 


ſay theſe Men, not unleſs they be. Legal Kinge, 
tho' they have all the Enſigns of Majeſty, and 
are inveſted with the Regal Authority and Pow- 
er, with all che Legal and Cuſtomary Rites and 
Solemnites of Inveſtiture, and are acknowledg- 
ed and recognized for King and Queen by the 
Eſtates of the Realm. And thus this Com- 
mand is of no effe& neither; for it ſeemis it is 
a matter of Wit, or Law, or Philoſophy, to 
know whois King ; whereas St. Paul ſuppoſed 
that it was a plain matter of ſence ; that he 
who adminiſtred-the Government with a Re- 
gal Authority,” and was owned- and ſubmitted 
to by the Nation, was the Kiny for whom' we 
_ muſt pray. 
There is —. to ; conclade g that St. Paul 
| ſpeaks of ſuch Kings, if we will allow, that he. 
ſpoke the' Language of: the Age' wherein he li- 
ved ; for in that Age, and in'all the Ages of 
the World ever fince, thoſe were called Kings, 
_ and had the: Preheminency of Power and'Au- 
_ thority, who by the'Conſent and Submiſſion of 
| the People admiviſtred the Government with 
a Regal and Soveraign Authority , whether 
they had'any Anticedent ſs or Title to 2 
Government or not. 
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_. I will not now diſpute this matter , bur 
would: only. defire theſe Perſons to. conſider, 


' whether they are as certain that by AU. Powers, 


t3 Rome. 1. the Apoſtle onely means all ſuch 
Powers as had an antecedent legal Right and 
Title co Power, as they are, that he expreſly 
teaches, That all power 5 of GOD? Whe- 
- ther they are as certain, that it is unlawful to 
pray for Kings, who are legally inveſted with 
the Royal Power., though .as they imagine, 
withoue any antecedent. legal Right ro the 
Crown, as they are, that the Apoſtle com- 
mands us to pray for Kings, and for all that are 
in authority? © Whether . they are as certain, 
that it is their Duty to adhere to 4 ſuppoſed 
Right againſt the publick Judgment of the Na- 
tion, in- oppoſition to their Preſent Majeſties, 
(who fill the Throne by the Conſent and Au- 
| thority of the Eftates of the Realm) though 
' to the great Diſturbance of Government, and 
co the moſt apparent Ruine. (could they pre- 
vail) of the true Religion, the Lives and For- 
tunes of their Fellow-ſubje&s, and the Liber- 
ties of their Native Country, as they are, that 
it is our Duty to pray for Kings? In a word, 
whether they are as certain, that the Roman 

2 Powers 


9 


bers at that rime were Legal ad Rigbtful 
Powers, 'by ſuch an Antecedent Legal Right as 
they now inſiſt on, ' as they are, Tit St. Paul 
commanded theChriſtians to be ſabjet to. thoſe: 
Powers, and ts pray for them ? 

Theſe are very proper Queſtions about the 
deprees of Evidence and Certainty : For if the 
Rule be plain 'atid certain, and: the Excepti- 
ons from this Rule uncertain ; if the Rule. 
have a Divine Anthority, and' the Exceptions 
.have nothing to ſupport them: but' ſome 'un- 
certain Reafonings,' fuch Reaſonings 4s"con- 
eradict the general Sence and Praftiſe of Min- 
kind in all Revolutions ; I think wiſe and: 
pood Men 'ought to chufe the Lafer fide, and 
to ſaſpet "their own Reafonings, fince' the 
Scriptiire has mide no fach' Exceptions Ci 
not im a'time of the moſt violent Ufurpati- 
ot, when if ever there was the gicateſt 
reaſon to have made them,) ad the pene- 
rality of Mankind, and'even' the moft' fo- 
ber and confidering Men. reze& ' them, as. 
having | no folid 'foundation m Reaſon and. 
Nature, 


Having 


Th. ne, FT OO x, a 4 S - 
4x % © 4 * Fo *o.- 4 _ 4 7 . Pe” bez % 
J CES IT TEES. We & 46 , 
- SAC. Ka 12> of 
4 : g 4 — 
"IK Pp 
- DN OT 
Nev p fr 2 
TR 
. | 
40 
: Ld 
- 


4 : — *"I- 
: F - ; WY 4 
o 
ER 
bo .. 
- . 
_ 
» 
2 | i 3 
. - 
7 


Having premisd. this, L proceed now to con- 


Sder the Manifold Ol fons which lie y e 
- oh us'to pray. for Kings... - 


| Firſs, Becauſe Kings are the great Inſtru-- 


| ments.of the: Divine Providence in the World, 
___ 


tht Miſtakes! ave like che Edliples of the Sun, 
but more: portentous and ominous than they, 
' their:Smiles or Frowns are like the kind or ma-- 


dign Influences of tlie Heavens, / which revive - 


g: Natute ;, or .threaten' an! univerſal: 


Raine, (tiaicquid-icliraut:Reges, the-People ſuf- 


fer by. the Indiſcretiods and ill Government. of- 
aiPrinces; but ia: wile, and juſt, and religious. 


King'tche: greateſt Bleding,in the: World and 
Hhrrgfas we have: — Reaſon to Pray. for 
che Kings' as; we have to-pray that God would 
-make:his Sun-ro-ſhine; or "IE Rain to delcend: 
"F Cs: a Es. is 
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thoſe (great Wheels which move and 
aker the whole' Scene of humane Affairs ; eve- 

ry Trregakacicy io their. Motions -is ſoon fele, 
Ka: cafes. very fatal Convulfions; in. the States. 
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Seconaly, Though Kings FY wich a Sovercign 
Power, yer they-are intirely under. 'God's Go- 
vernment, . I he king' s beart is in-the hand of the 
Lord, as the rivers of water, be. turneth it whi- 
therſoewer be will, 2 1 Prov.. 1. makes his Will 
ind* Aﬀe8ions tain in vhib or chit: Channel; -as 
will beſt- ſerve the:ends/of his Providence and 
Government.” The''moſtabſolute Prince isun- 
der ſecret and inviſible: Reſtraines ; God: can a 
thouſand ways ehange-his Purpoſes ard.divert 
him from what- he intended-eo ſoniething elle, 
which be liedle;: thought of; 'and ;jindeed it.is 
vety fittitg rhat-thoſe who are ſo muck-above 
humane: Reſtraints, -ſhoald be managed by.an 
unſeen Hand :: For if God 'does'-not hot "govern 
thoſe! who-\govern® the World, : there is in/a 
great meaſure --anicad of: his:-Providence,, for 
then tlic Fate of Kingdoms would. be.at.'the 
Runnes of, Princes; :d chat wrmafans 0 greateſt >T1- 
fluence of any*2ehing elſe :uponithe. Happineſs 
'or Miſery: of Fog and particular” Me. 
Now if "God''cati; if God':does: govern Prin- 
ces; this makes it neceſſary to prajziheartily; to. 
© God for them, for hin s the firſt Spring of 
| Motion ; ; if we make God our Friend, he will 
. _ bleſs, 
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- and direc, and — our Prince who 
ats under hin, and in Subordination to his 
Counſels and Decrees. | ES 


 Thirdh, I need. add no more to convinte 
you how neceſlary it is to pray for Kings, but to 
ſhew you how much they need our Prayers, how 
much they. need the Aſſiſtance and DirefQtion 
of Ggd.to prevent thoſe . Inconyeniences- and 
Miſcarriages, which all humane Governments 


are Jabject to. 


For 1. The Government of Kingdoms and 
Nations Is A, Work. of . great: Difficulty, and 
that-,which requires ſomewhat more than hu- 
mane- Art and Skill. ; it . is no + caſfie. mat- 
ter.-to deal; with . the, various. Luſts, and Tn- 
tereſts, and Paſſions of Men, to maintain Peace 
at home and abroad, to adjuſt the Intereſts of 
Subjeds and:Neighbour-Pringes, to make War 
and Peace, to advance the Trade of the Narti- 
on and to govern it when it is rich ; to be lo- 
vet} -by, 'Subje&s without, being thought eaſe 
and remiſs. which expoſes to Contempt, and to 
be feared wirhout being hated ; to know whom 


co cruſt, and whom co be aware of, to diſcern 
Mens 


-- 
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Mens hs ity an "Abilities for TITER 
for the" Admmniſtration of Juſtice, for Civil or 
Military Employs, to know how to ::choole 

pvourites, and which is as hard a thing how 
to govern [them 3 when to refit the Fury and 
Torrent of 'the' People, and when to 
withour ' feeming to: yield, and a thouſand 
other emergent D ultics there are, which 
ja opt very. pr prudefit atd yet extempore- Reme- 
'' where every falſe ſtep-proves very” inju- 
rious either to .Prince or People: Thele are 
the true Atlaſſes, who bear the Weight of 

e W 1d" $f dpdn's rhete: Shoulders; andill we 
cult 'to-govern'® Family, z 
one þ Ges belle aleorylat 

hities, of an and con 
ehuence: ſhall oe Aer in -our-Pray« 
ers* who” have fo | minch a heavier Burden to 
bear,” and which unle(P they carry it fieady, 
we our ſelves ſhall be crathed with the Fl of 
Wt. ” 


. | - f : ” b - 
"be . y* 


2; We _ Shiſer vain ekas chace & "i 
Divine Afliftance an# Counfel; Princes are bue 
like other Men, and liable to the fame Miſtakes, 
nay indeed they are' more expos'd' to Milinfor- 
mationss 
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mations and Miſrepreſentations, and ſuch like 
Abuſes, which have a very ill Influence upon 
Government, then other Men: are : No Priace 
can fo particularly inſpeQ all the Afﬀairs of his 
Kingdom, as. a Man can his own Family and 
particular Eſtate, but they are forced. to ſee 
and hear with other- Mens Eyes and Ears, 
which too often prove very corrupt Medi- 
ums, and tinQure the ObjeR with their own 


' , private Paſſions: Court-F ations, and the croſs 


Intereſts of aſpiring Favourites, who carry on 
their. private Tntrigues without any regard to 
the. Publick Good, or the Service of their 
Prince, but will Sacrifice all co undermine a 
Rival, and to gratifie their Ambition agd Re- 
venge, may ſugeſt very ruinous Counſels to 
| the dividing both the Hearts and the Tnte- 
reſts of Prince and People, and Court Para- 
ſites, who are only Ecchoes to the Prince's 
Inclinations , and always adviſe what they 
think he would have adviſed ; betray him to 
thoſe Miſchiefs which - mighe be prevented by 
faithful Counſellors: This is the Unhappy 
State. of Kings, which nothing but the Di- 
vine : Counſel and. Providence can prevent : 
| D And 
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| And is not this a very forcible: Reaſon | to. 
pray for them bc 


" Efpecially , 3dly, when we conſider, - thae 
Kings are expoſed: to. more and greater Tem- 
prations then other Men ; they have the 
' ſame Paſſians. that other Men- have, but noe 
the fame Reſtraints to: curb: them, chey have 
nothing - but 'the Fear of GOD, and the 
Conliderations'of Religion and another World, 
which we find too. weak to goverr the * Y 
nerality of ' Mankind,” 'withour Naw more 
pe Morives : What 2 Temptation is Sove- 

"Power, ' when we' fee 'very few: Men, 

wh cats wfe- any degree of Power: without a- 
buſing it; a Power which ' will jifttfie- what 
ie does, and' make it right; which wilt not be 
oppolſed-:nor contradified, which governs the 
Opinions. or the Tongues 'of Men-; which 
never wants Blatterers *to-admire whatever it 
ders, which can (ſtanpnew Titles and Cha- 
—_—_——— when it pleaſes, and-at leaft 
the Names 'and the exrerml Vane of 
Things; thongl-the- Nature of hings is ſome-. 
whae tubbot:: 2 Poler which i is apt to have 
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very tender ;'Reſencments, and to: be very 
Aevere in its Revenge, which gives free ſcope 
to all the irregular Appetites and Paſſions of 
Humane Nature:. Such :a; Power , I fay, as 
this, which is ſo eafgly abuſed, and. which is 
almoſt an invincible Temptation co abuſe it 
{elf ; and. which can do. ſo: mugh. Miſchief 
when it is abuſed, is a. ſufficient reaſon to 
make us. very earneſt and- Ones in our 
Prayers to GO D. for: Kings. - 


| But if ever.there were A to pray for 
Kings , certainly; we ' have: great . reaſon to 
pray. for:the long Life and. proſperous: Reign 
of their preſent Majeſtics, whom.G O D hath 


ſet over Us. 


"The Apolile Jireds us to -pray for Kings, 
that zunder them we may live quiet and peace- 
able lives in all godlineſs and honeftly. As for 
Godlineſs, this we muſt take care of, what- 
ever otir Prince be. No-Prince can take our 
Religion from us., if we reſolve to keep 
it. but they may diſturb our Quiet and 
Peaceable Enjoyment of it : which was the 
D 2 State 


CEC hs 
”, 
» 
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'  State- of . the Chriſtian Church under Hea- 
then and Perſecuting Emperours, and the 
reaſon . of this Command to Pray for the 
Peaceable Enjoyment and Profeflion of their 
Religion. - Bs mT 


' This we enjoy With great Advantages un- 
der their Majeſties Government, and | there- 
fore have great reafon to' pray for them, 
under whom we may if we pleafe, hive quiet 
and. peaceable lives in all godlineſs and bone- 
ft. Thanks be to GOD, we are fo far 
from any danger of being' perſecuted for our 
Religion, that nothing can more effeQually 
recommend us to: the Favour of our Prin» 
ces , than the fincere PraQtiſe of Religion 
and Vertue. They fet us an Example of it 
themfelves, they like, commend, reward it, 
| Where they ſee it : Nay, we have a King whio- 
_ expoſes his own Sacred Perfon to all the Fa- 
tigues- and Hazards of War to fecure to us 
| our Peace at Heme, and the quiet poſſeſſi- 
on of our Religion; to break the power of 
that great Oppreſſor , who Invades the Li- 
berties of Exrope, and Perſecutes the Profefſours. 
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of . the true Relian , wherever he -has 
Intereſt or Power, to do. it.. We have a 
King who has already reſcued this Church 
and Kingdom , - when. their Condition ap- 
peared hopeleſs and deſperate ; and: cer- 


eainly had been fo, long before this, had 


not God made Him the piorious Inſtru- 
- ment +of our Deliverance.. And ſhall we 
not pray for ſuch a King, who- is the ve- 


fy light of our eyes, and the breath. of oun 


tis. ? Fo whom we. owe our Laws and 
Liberties , | and Religion ,. and. on whoſe 
Preſervation, and long and proſperous Reign, 
depends our greateſt viſible Hope and Pro- 
fpeQ. of -a quiet and ſecure Enjoyment oÞ 
them for the time to come: 


And as we muſt pray, ſo- we-muſt give-God) 
Thanks for King's too, and for all the Bleſ- 
ſings we enjoy. under their Government: This. 
is one part of the Solemnity of this. Day ; to» 
bleſs, God for the Reſtauration of. the King- 


and Royal Family, and our. Ancient: Go» | 


vernment and Conſtitution both in Church- 
and. State, after the Mifſeries and Calamities-, 
of 
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of a. ; Civil War, and the 7 prefiion If 00 our 
Fellow-Subjefs ; and thofe who can remem- 
ber choſe Days, muſt confeſs, 'chat this was a 

y great Mercy. And though the Glory of 
this Day ſeemed to be Eclips'd and ' overcaſt 
in the Reign of. the late unfortunare Prince, 
yet it breaks forth again with a new Lo 


fre and Brightneſs in the Advancement of 


their preſent Majeſties, from whoſe Govern- 
ment we may reaſonably expe& as great 
Bleſſings to this Church and Kingdom, as ever 


chey toy enjoyed. 


"Kings are God's Miniſters , "and ns; 
ced *to -the Throne by him, and: a good 


King, is as great a Temporal Blefling, as 


God can beſtow upon any . Nation, and 
the wery  Adwancement ' of their Majefties to 
the Throne , was it {elf a great and tmme- 
diate Deliverance, as great as our Redempti- 
on. from Popery and Arbitrary Power. And 
yet this is: not alt we- are to bleſs God for ; 
but we - are bound alſo to bleſs bim for 


the - almoſt miraculous Preſervation ' of the 


King's Perſon, as well from Treachery- and 
, Vio- 
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' Violence, as from the Chances of War, and 
for the no leſs miraculous Succeſſes of his 
Arms, eſpecially the | late wonderful Succeſs 
at Sea , of .which I hope future Ages will 
feel the bleſſed - Efteas : A Succeſs in all 


the Circumſtances of i: fo wonderful, that - 


F know no Story that equals it , except 
we may compare it to the miraculous Over- 
throw of Pharaoh and. all his Hoſt in wy 
Red Sea. 


ua yer it is no leſs nts. hs 


any - Proteſtants _ ſhould invig the 
French to conquer them, to place a zea- 
lows Papift and an Arbitrary Pence. 

the Fhrone again ;- and that after all the 
Miracles of Providence whereby theſe De- 
ſigns have been defeated, and as we have 
Reaſon to hope, for ever diſappointed, there 
ſhould be any Proteſtants, who. think it 
their Intereſt, as loag as: ever. they can for- 
bear, not to believe it, and when they can 
| dicbelieve . t no longer, think it a great 
Judgment and Calamity upon them to be 
I 


But 
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"But as Ve SORT that a, 2 


our Prayers, and faved us out of the Hangs 


.of our Enemies ; let us humbly beſeech him 
to continue theſe. Mercies to us; and the glo- 
rTious exts of them ; to bleſs their Ma- 
Jeſties Perſons, -Counſels and Arms, and: to 
perfe& this Deliverance at Sea by as ſurprizing 
. Succeſles, which after ſuch auſpicious and pro- 
- miſing Beginnings, we hope in God, may at- 

- his Majeſty At ayyrs -L-h in- Flan- 
Which we beg Almig to 
throygh our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; To radon 
' - the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour, 
| Gy and Tower, now and for ever. Amen. 


